
December Dates: 
December 4  Google Apps Training Session for Parents, 7:00 p.m. 
December 4 to 8 Munch off, primary division 
December 6  Walking Wednesday 
December 7  Skate and Helmet Exchange/Sale, 3:45 to 6:00 p.m. 
   Grade 8 Information Evening, 7:00 p.m. 
December 11 Rainbow Plate Workshop, Ms. Zupnik and Ms. Yang’s classes 
December 11 – 22 Candy Cane sales, to support Student Council 
December 12 School Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Learning Commons 
December 14 Arts Program, Ross Petty Theatre, Grades 7 and 8 
December 15 “Gush” Presentation, Grade 7 
December 18 – 21 Arts Program - Errol Lee “Music is Method”, FDK - Grade 8 
December 21 Spirit Day - Pyjama/Bring Your Favourite Stuffy 
December 22 Pride Assemblies 
 
January 8, 2018 School resumes 
January 9 & 17 Winter Electives, Gr.1 to 8 
 
A Message from the Administrative Team: 
Time has truly flown by since the start of the school year. Our students have had a successful 
block of learning and are well on their way to completing the first term of this school year.  
This is the time for students to set goals for learning and act on the next steps given by 
teachers on the Progress Report Card and during the recent conferences.  Term 1 reports 
will be going out during the month of February, while the second term ends in June. 

 
November has been a busy month!  Our intermediate girls’ and boys’ volleyball teams have 
been practising and participating in tournaments.  As part of our Arts Package, students 
participated in dance workshops and mask theatre.  We had an author visit by Janet Wilson 
There were also field trips, including the Heritage Schoolhouse.  As part of Treaties 
Recognition Week, students were involved in learning activities about treaties, including 
sharing relevant books and stories, drama and making and sharing posters.  During Bullying 
Awareness and Prevention Week, there were daily announcements, drama presentations 
and an emphasis on reporting bullying to a trusted adult and using the Report It! button on 
the website. 

 
On behalf of our staff, we wish our Rick Hansen community good health and peace in 
2018. 
 
Ms. Jeremic,    Ms. Daly, 
Principal    Vice-Principal 
 
Message From Our Trustee: 
In November, about 1,000 students, staff members and community partners came 
together from across the Board to form a Ring of Peace and stand together against hate, 
discrimination and intolerance. The student speakers at the event shared meaningful 
messages about the importance of feeling welcome, valued and respected. 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/Newsroom/Pages/Events/York-Region-District-School-Board-Hosts-Unity-Rally,-Ring-of-Peace.aspx


 
At York Region District School Board, we are committed to listening to the voices of our 
students and communities. We will continue working with our school communities to 
ensure our schools provide safe, welcoming and inclusive environments for everyone.  
 
Last month, our annual Quest conference brought together educators from across 
Ontario, Canada and around the world to share, learn and discuss how to foster well-
being in schools. Some of the themes covered included equity and inclusivity, and safe 
and caring environments.  
 
It was a wonderful opportunity to learn more about some of the positive things happening 
in our own schools and other districts. In recent months, we have had several international 
visitors come to our system and schools to learn more about the work in our system to 
support student achievement and well-being, including Qatar, the Netherlands, Texas and 
the United Kingdom.  
 
We are pleased to have these opportunities to continue highlighting and sharing the great 
things happening in our schools thanks to our outstanding students, staff members, 
families and community partners. Your engagement makes a difference in our schools 
and I encourage you to continue getting involved in the life of your child’s school. 
 
As we enter the holiday season, I am once again impressed by the generosity of our 
school communities and our students’ commitment to helping others.  
 
Best wishes to everyone for a safe and happy holiday season and a wonderful start to 
2018.  
 
Peter Adams-Luchowski,   
Trustee Aurora-King 
 
Kindergarten Registration to Commence January 19, 2018: 
Kindergarten registration will commence on January 19, 2018 for the 2018-19 school 
year. Registration forms are available on YRDSB’s website: www.yrdsb.ca. Children who 
are born in 2013 and 2014, live within the school boundary and whose parents are public 
school tax supporters will be eligible to register for kindergarten. A kindergarten 
information session for parents is being planned for this spring. For more information 
please visit the YRDSB website or contact your local school. 
 
French Immersion Information Sessions and Registrations: 
Information sessions for the French Immersion (FI) program will take place at French 
Immersion schools on January 18, 2018 at 7 p.m. Please visit YRDSB’s website in 
January 2018 (http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/fi/Pages/Program-Locations.aspx) to find 
the FI program location for your elementary school location. FI registration will begin 
January 19, 2018. Parents or guardians of Senior Kindergarten students entering Grade 
1 in 2018, and wishing to enrol in the FI Program, can visit or call the school office and 
request an Office Index Card - short version. The Office Index Card must be signed by 

http://www.questconference.ca/
http://www.yrdsb.ca/
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/fi/Pages/Program-Locations.aspx


the principal of the home school. Parents or guardians then take this form, along with one 
piece of identification showing their address to the designated FI program location to 
register between January 19 and February 9, 2018. This eliminates the need to provide 
duplicate enrollment information or to pre-register.  
 
YRDSB’s FI Accommodation Plan provides long-term consistency and equity of access 
to all students in York Region and will enable YRDSB to continue to offer the FI program 
to all who wish to enrol. The FI program will be offered in Dual Track or Single Track 
settings, in a variety of configurations. In order to meet community needs and optimize 
available space in our schools, a community's Grade 1-8 FI program may be provided 
over more than one school during the course of a student's FI education. Space 
requirements at some schools may mean that siblings are in different schools for primary 
dual track French Immersion programs due to differing grade structures. Like any of our 
schools across the Board, changes to school boundaries, and/or the accommodation 
model for the French Immersion program may need to be considered when new schools 
open, a school experiences enrolment growth, and program changes occur. This will 
allow flexibility in addressing community needs and the opportunity to use existing space 
in schools.  
 
More information is available on the Board’s website: www.yrdsb.ca. Please note: Some 
of the FI accommodation plans will require facility modifications or the development of 
new schools and will require short-term transition plans that might include overflow while 
we work toward the long-term vision. Overflow refers to situations in which the Board 
directs students to attend a school other than their community school or optional program 
for a specific period of time, as defined in Policy #108. 
 
Character Traits/Seven Grandfather Teachings: 
The Character Traits for the month of December at Rick Hansen are Courage and 
Bravery. Many of our character traits align nicely with the Seven Grandfather Teachings.  
In the month of December, we will recognize and honour both the character trait of 
courage and the Grandfather Teaching of bravery.  
 
Courage is doing the right thing in the face of difficulty. Having courage means that we 
face challenges directly. We are not afraid to seek advice from others or to do the right 
thing…even when it seems unpopular. We are able to recognize risks and dangers and 
do not make unwise decisions to gain approval of those around us. 
 
“I learned that courage was not the absence of fear, but the triumph over it. The brave 
man is not he who does not feel afraid, but he who conquers that fear.” Nelson Mandela 
 

In the Seven Grandfather Teachings, the fourth Grandfather gave the First Elder, as a 
boy, the gift of AAKODEWIN (Bravery), the courage to do things even in the most 
difficult of times.  Bravery, or Aakide’ewin, means we must courageously share our 
thoughts, ask tough questions, and admit that we are all lifelong learners. 
 
Student Drop Off/Pick Up: 

http://www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca/


Thank you to all of the families that are following our parking lot drop off/pick up expectations.  
Feedback has been positive regarding the improved safety and efficiency.  A special thank you 
to our Grade 7 School Safety Patrols for the excellent job that they have been doing escorting our 
Kindergarten and Grade 1 students from the drop off to their respective classes.  Please review 
the attached Student Drop Off/Pick Up information letter, as well as the Drop Off/Pick Up Map.  
As always, we encourage families to walk to school.  Please see the Park and Walk Map attached 
for alternatives to using our parking lot.  Daycare parents dropping off their children, also need to 
follow the parking lot safety expectations and drive slowly.  The safety of our students is very 
important to us all.   
 

School Assistants Needed: 
We continue to need School Assistants from 1:00 to 2:00 to assist with lunch supervision.  
Full-time, part-time and casual positions are available.  Please see Mrs. Kingsbury in the 
office to pick up an application package.  If you have any questions about the position, 
please see Ms. Daly.  Please note, a current Police Vulnerable Sector Check is needed. 
 

Classroom Fruit Bins and Other Healthy Snacks: 
We are very thankful to have received grants and donations from amazing organizations, 
such as Healthy Kids Community Challenge, Student Nutrition Program, and Metro Green 
Apple Grant, - because of them, all of the homerooms in the school now have bins of 
fresh fruit!   There are also other healthy snacks stored at the Office. All of these items 
are available for our school community as extra snacks - everyone should still be bringing 
his/her own lunches and snacks every day.   
 
At the beginning of each week, Grade 2, 3, and 4 student volunteers fill and distribute the 
fruit bins, then, at the end of the week, they collect the bins so they are ready to be refilled 
on Mondays. The students are doing a fabulous job and after all of them have been 
trained, we will be looking for parent volunteers to assist with supervising the students 
who are distributing and collecting the bins.   
 
Thank you for your ongoing support in assisting us in keeping Rick Hansen Public School 
healthy!  If you have any questions about or wish to volunteer for our healthy snack and 
fruit bin program, please contact Mrs. Jen Farley at jennifer.farley@yrdsb.ca or 905-841-
6225 (ext. 300).  
 
Winter Electives are Back!: 
Grades 1 to 3 → 
Rick Hansen Public School will once again offer a Primary Winter Electives program for 
our Grades 1 to 3 students.  The main focus of this program is to promote active 
participation in physical activity during the winter months, as set out in the Health & 
Physical Education curriculum.  
 
Students will be given the opportunity to enjoy two, fun-filled days of skating.  The first 
outing has been scheduled for Tuesday, January 9th at the Stronach Aurora Recreation 
Complex and the second outing has been scheduled for Wednesday, January 17th at the 
Aurora Family Leisure Complex.  Please note that the trip will take place during regular 
school hours and students will be back in time for lunch.  We will have a number of staff 

mailto:jennifer.farley@yrdsb.ca


and parent volunteers there to support and encourage all students to participate 
regardless of their ability/experience. 
 
In order to support the participation of all students, we will be holding a skate and helmet 
sale on Thursday, December 7th from 3:45-6:00pm. We thought this would be a great 
way to give everyone the opportunity to buy or sell skates and helmets at reasonable 
prices.  
 
Grades 4 to 8 → 
Our Grade 4-8 students will be given the opportunity to enjoy two, fun-filled days up at 
Snow Valley in Barrie, Ontario (Tuesday, January 9th and Wednesday, January 
17th).  Sign up your child for skiing, snowboarding, or tubing.  Registration packages 
outlining all the details have been sent home with every student.  Please return your 
completed forms to your child's homeroom teacher and please make your payments using 
SchoolCashOnline. 
 
Learning Commons News - December 2017: 
Fall Scholastic Book Fair was a HUGE Success! 
The Scholastic Book Fair held in November was a huge success. Total sales were over 
$8000 which raised a reward of  76 new books for the library, plus an additional $1500 in 
cash rewards which will be used to purchase technology and more books. Thank you to 
our incredible parent volunteers: Mrs. Caron and Mrs. Steedman, as well as the students 
in the Library Leadership Team, for all your help.  A big thank to everyone in the amazing 
Rick Hansen community for your continued support of the Rick Hansen Learning 
Commons.   
 

Holiday Gift of Reading Donation Program 
If you are looking for a lovely way to say thank you to your child’s teacher how about 
donating a book in their name to the Learning Commons?  A donation of $25 will go 
towards the purchase of a high quality fiction or nonfiction book for the Learning 
Commons.  A dedication bookplate for your child’s teacher will go inside the cover of the 
book. Last year over 50 new books were donated to the Learning Commons in the name 
of our wonderful staff.  Please fill out the attached order form and return to the school 
office by Friday, December 15th.  
 
Sincerely,  
Mrs. Ford, Teacher-Librarian   aimee.ford@yrdsb.ca 
 
Rick Hansen’s New Trees!:  
We are excited to share that York Region District School Board (the Board) has partnered 
with The Regional Municipality of York (York Region) and Evergreen to plant trees at 
select schools across York Region.  Rick Hansen was selected as a good candidate to 
receive trees through this program and you will see the three new trees planted along the 
walkway between the bus loop and Hartwell. This is a great opportunity to increase 
shade tree cover and provide environmental education opportunities within the school 
grounds. According to York Region, young children, seniors and people who are 
chronically ill are more susceptible to negative health impacts from high temperatures.  

https://yrdsb.schoolcashonline.com/Home/SignIn
mailto:aimee.ford@yrdsb.ca


Planting trees and growing tree canopy cover will help cool down local land surface 
temperatures in school grounds.  Trees also help to mitigate climate change by: storing 
carbon; blocking UV rays and protecting people from cancer; beautifying local areas; 
filtering rainwater making it cleaner to drink; and much, much more.  In agreeing to this 
opportunity, Principal and staff committed to providing long-term care for the 
establishment of the proposed trees, and the long term commitment to increasing the 
health of our local community through increased tree canopy cover. Long-term tree 
care includes watering, mulching, protection, and education.  We welcome school staff 
and students to be innovative in their long-term tree care approach.   
 
“At the York Region District School Board, our goal is to deliver effective, innovative and 
sustainable educational programs for students. By collaborating with community 
organizations, we can create safe and welcoming outdoor learning environments that 
engage all of our students,” said Loralea Carruthers, Chair of the York Region District 
School Board. 
 
“Evergreen believes that when designing natural outdoor play and learning environments 
for children and youth, it must be designed to meet the needs and range of abilities of the 
whole school community,” said Cam Collyer, Executive Director of Programs, at 
Evergreen.  
 
“By enhancing our school grounds we are allowing our children to gain a better 
appreciation of the environment and the need to preserve and protect it for future 
generations,” said York Region Chairman and CEO Wayne Emmerson. “Preserving and 
expanding our green spaces is a priority for Regional Council and is an important part of 
our Strategic Plan and Greening Strategy. Initiatives like these contribute significantly to 
our excellent way of life.”  
 
Interested in adding more green to your landscape at home? There are many planting 
programs available to residents through York Region’s partnerships with Toronto and 
Region Conservation Authority, Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority and the 
Local Enhancement and Appreciation of Forests Organization (LEAF). Need a tree, some 
shrubs or even a forest? One of these programs might just have what you’re looking for. 
Let York Region help you restore and improve your property. Learn more at 
york.ca/treeplanting.  
 
Excellent nature tools and resources for schools, families and communities can be found 
on the Children & Nature Network. 
 

    
 
 

http://www.york.ca/wps/portal/yorkhome/yorkregion/yr/plansreportsandstrategies/greeningstrategy/greeningstrategy/!ut/p/a1/vZRRb4IwFIV_jY9NC0Upjx1ZFIz44JIBL6ZgwW5SsHRm7NevbnvSOefSrG_3NPnuPbm5B-YwhblkB1EzLVrJdsc6n6wjOo1mszmKlx4JEUVLGrs-QWTuw0eYw7yUutNbmA1qXbZSc6lHaGjVsyl6LfTLh7BtG_4pK14b-gh1OyZ7xbtW6Z7JTa8V0-aL9yNUK86lkPWXNpwrx75dKTYw81jlF26wAQx5AfBKpwCBU5aAVGSC3aLycECMkcwYQRceRb_y-TMhMy38i4yVA1c3znwF6FsGuq5t4Ng20Lbl6K9LiSMUOtQAp_geI-pGIbnDMUkSZHtCbBlIbW-Z2rZMb99yfO18zfm7ahEuaoNleguErFqYXgwgmJ7FzTcKzMTTfp9TE4DH1HvVMP3XBOyahuAByLeHqmnWSQJYQRAed4cTYVeT_h0ZihOW/dl5/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/#.WEnD2NLR96s
http://www.york.ca/treeplanting
http://www.childrenandnature.org/learn/tools-resources/


 
RHPS Parent Advisory Council News 

 
 

 
Our next RHPSPAC meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 12, 2017 at 7:00pm 
in the Learning Commons.  All parents are welcome and we encourage you to attend so 
you can hear first-hand about all the great things happening at our school.  Please 
come out and join in the discussion! 
 
 
 
A BIG thank you to all those who came out to enjoy Movie Night 
on November 16th.  It was a great time and we were able to raise 
funds to help our school.  We look forward to repeating this event 
again sometime in the spring! 
  
 
 
We are still looking for names of parents who may be interested in volunteering with 
various programs and initiatives organized by Parent Council throughout the year.  The 
goal is to populate a database of names that can be called upon when the need arises.  
If you may be interested in helping out on occasion and when your schedule permits, 
please email your contact information to Sandra at sandramanherz@yahoo.com 
 
  

 
 

‘Like’ us on our Facebook page at   www.facebook.com/RHPSPAC 
Email RHPSPAC questions or concerns Rick.Hansen.ps@sc.yrdsb.edu.on.ca 
Follow Rick Hansen PS on Twitter   @RickHansenPS 

 

mailto:sandramanherz@yahoo.com

